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On August 16, 2016, decedent Aki Saggio (age 46) presented to
the office of Primary Care Physician Dr. Cabasso with new complaints of
shortness of breath and a rapidly beating, pounding heart for 10 days. She
also had a recent history of flying from Hawaii, diabetes and was on birth
control pills, These are all risk factors for increased hlood clots.

See page 7 fora full summary
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- FACTS; On August 1, 2016,
decedent Aki Saggio (age 46) -
presented to the ofﬁce of Pr '

new complamts of shormess af
breath and a rapxdly beating,

pounding heart for 10 days. She
also had a recent history of ﬂylng
 from Hawaii, diabetes and was on
~ birth control pilis. These are all
 risk factors for increased blood
~ clots. Dr. Cabasso performe a
_ physscal examination, including
- vital signs, heart and lung exam
~and EKG. All were normal, Dr,
~ Cabasso’s differential dlagnoses_
included arrhythmia and :
_metabolic disorder, He. referred--
the decedent to the cardiologist,
Dr. Chawla, the nextday. Dr.
Chawla did hzs own history and
 physical exam. The patient had
adistant history of leg. cramps,
but no signs or symptoms for

Deep Vein Thrombosis. He also
suspectéd a cardiac cause for the"

symptoms‘aﬁd ordered cardlad‘
tesing. =

- The decedent d:ed suddcn}y three

_days Jater on August 20, 2016 ofa
- massive pulmonary embolism.

- physical exam was normal, It

 Cabasso, she had a deep vein
 thrombosis that had already

thrown off small emboli which :
caused her symptoms of leg pain,

E shorhess of breath and rapid

heartbeat on exertion. Plain#ff's |

expert testified that, in light of
decedent's increased risk factors, -
Dr. Cabasso was medically
negligent for failing to elicit the
history of air travel and falhng
to document an examination of
thelegs torule out DVT, Plainkff -
contended that, had Dr. Cabasso
taken a more complete history,
he elther would have uncovered
evidence of diagnosed a DVT

or he should have immediately

- sent the patient tothe ER

where her condition would have
been diagnosed and placed the
‘decedent on blood thinners,

savmg her life,

DEFENDANT'S CONTENTIONS

- Defendant Dr. Cabasso contended}'
~ that his history was adequate and

the decedent had no complaints
of leg symptoms referable

te aDVT. Her complaints

of shortness of breath ané
heart palpnanons could not be
_reproduced in the office. Her

was prudent in this situation to
send the decedent to a speclalist,

~ whom decedent saw the next day
~ in no worse cond;tion Further.

he specialist also did not make
; 'agnosxs 0! either DVI‘ or
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